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modified pursuant to subpart D of 15
CFR part 904 or the vessel is sold.

(9) Transferability of a commercial ves-
sel permit, trap certificate, or annual trap
tags. A commercial vessel permit, trap
certificate, or annual trap tags issued
under this section are not transferable
or assignable, except that an owner of
a permitted vessel may request that
the RA transfer the permit, trap cer-
tificate, and annual trap tags to an-
other vessel owned by the same entity.
To effect such a transfer, the owner
must return the existing permit, trap
certificate and annual trap tags to the
RA along with an application for a
commercial vessel permit for the re-
placement vessel. A commercial vessel
permit, trap certificate or annual trap
tags can not be leased.

(10) Renewal of a commercial vessel per-
mit. A commercial vessel permit re-
quired by this section is issued on an
annual basis. An owner whose permit is
expiring will be mailed a notification
by the RA approximately 2 months
prior to expiration of the current per-
mit. The notification will include a
preprinted renewal application. A ves-
sel owner who does not receive a notifi-
cation of status of renewal of a permit
by 45 days prior to expiration of the
current permit must contact the RA. A
permit that is not renewed or that is
revoked will not be reissued. A permit
is considered to be not renewed when
an application for renewal is not re-
ceived by the RA within 1 year of the
expiration date of the permit.

(11) Display of a commercial vessel per-
mit. A commercial vessel permit issued
under this section must be carried on
board the vessel. The operator of a ves-
sel must present the permit for inspec-
tion upon the request of an authorized
officer.

(12) Sanctions and denials of a commer-
cial vessel permit. A commercial vessel
permit issued pursuant to this section
may be revoked, suspended, or modi-
fied, and a permit application may be
denied, in accordance with the proce-
dures governing enforcement-related
permit sanctions and denials found at
subpart D of 156 CFR part 904.

(13) Alteration of a commercial vessel
permit. A commercial vessel permit
that is altered, erased, or mutilated is
invalid.
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(14) Replacement of a commercial vessel
permit. A replacement permit may be
issued. An application for a replace-
ment permit is not considered a new
application.

(15) Fees. A fee is charged for each ap-
plication for initial issuance or re-
newal of a permit, for each request for
replacement of such permit, and for
each trap tag as required under this
section. The amount of each fee is cal-
culated in accordance with the proce-
dures of the NOAA Finance Handbook,
available from the RA, for determining
the administrative costs of each spe-
cial product or service. The fee may
not exceed such costs and is specified
with each application form. The appro-
priate fee must accompany each appli-
cation, request for replacement, or re-
quest for trap tags.

(b) Issuance of a trap certificate and
annual trap tags. The RA will issue a
trap certificate and annual trap tags to
each person who has been issued a Fed-
eral commercial vessel permit for
stone crab. The number of trap tags
issued will be determined, based upon
the documentation of landings sub-
mitted consistent with §654.4(a)(1), (2)
and (3), by dividing that person’s high-
est landings of stone crab claws during
any one of the fishing seasons for 1995/
1996, 1996/1997, or 1997/1998 by 5 1b (2.27
kg).

[67 FR 61991, Oct. 3, 2002]

§654.5 Recordkeeping and reporting.
[Reserved]

§654.6 Vessel and gear identification.

An owner or operator of a vessel for
which a valid Federal commercial ves-
sel permit for stone crab has been
issued must comply with the vessel and
gear identification requirements of
this section. An owner or operator of a
vessel in the management area who is
in compliance with the stone crab trap
limitation program and vessel and gear
marking requirements implemented by
the FFWCC is exempt from the require-
ments of this section.

(a) Vessel identification. An owner or
operator of a vessel for which a valid
Federal commercial vessel permit for
stone crab has been issued must—

(1) Display the wvessel’s official num-
ber—(i) On the port and starboard sides
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